MEANWHILE

liberal thought which had been practically free and unhampered
for a century was now threatened with restriction and arrest, and
had to be fought for and secured. Sempack spoke as one who
belonged to the nineteenth century, and Philip added the note
that cby his reckoning that means 1815 to 1914'. Throughout this
nineteenth century it seemed discussion had grown more free
and bolder with every year. Towards the end one might propose,
one might suggest almost anything. One might do so because
throughout that age there had been no fundamental changes and
people had corne to believe there could be no fundamental
changes. Liberal thought was free and respected because it
appeared to be altogether futile. No one grudged the Great
Thinker his harmless intellectual liberties. It was not until the
second Russian revolution that this attitude came to an end.
Then the ordinary prosperous man who had been disposed to
tolerate every sort of idea and even to pat every sort of idea on the
head as he chanced across it, discovered an idea that could turn
and bite his hand. He discovered that projects for fundamental
change might even produce fundamental changes.
Wilson also, Sempack thought, had frightened people with his
League of Nations. There was hope and dismay everywhere in
the world in 1919. People, great numbers of people, came to
realise that what all these socialists and prophets of progress had
been talking about might really begin to happen. There might
actually be a world government which wouldn't so much
'broaden out5 from existing governments, as push them aside and
eat them up. For a League of Nations was either a super-govern-
ment or a sham. The British Empire and La France and Old
Glory had in actual fact to go the way of the Heptarchy, if this
League fulfilled its promise. They had to be deprived of the
sovereign right of war. And equally there might really be a new
sort of economic life coming into existence. We might find our-
selves positive, participating shareholders in a one world business,
and all our individualism gone. Conduct was amenable to
direction, with regard to health and work and all sorts of things, to
an extent never suspected before the days of war propaganda
and regimentation. Population might: really be stanched and
controlled. It was no dream. It was hard for most people to decide
whether this was to be treated as a mighty dawn or the glare of
the last conflagration.
And that he held was where we are still today. Still in doubt.